
Subject index and list of illustrations for Middle River- History of a Cape Breton Community 
 
Subject Index 
B 
Bappie Johnson mystery, 284 
Bill's Mountain, 9, 223 
Bliadhna nan Caorach, 18 
Bras d’Or Biosphere Reserve, 262 
Bridges: 42-43; footbridges at Ivera and Lower Middle River, 42-43 
Buchanan’s Mountain, see the Cùl 
Buckwheat, 197 
Businesses, 87-89 
C 
Campbell’s Mt., 194 
Camera-eye Dan MacLennan, 272-273 
Cemeteries, 59-60 
Centenarians, 263; A Bit of History from the Oldest Living Person in Cape Breton, 274 
Central Road, 258-259 
Century Hall, 267 
Churches, 48-49 
Church Section families, 144-148, 153-164 
Còire Mor, 9, 218-220 
Commons, the, 170 
Communities of Middle River, 9; map, 5 
Community halls, 267-268 
Craftsmen & tradesmen, 86-87 
Crowdis Mt: families, 204-206; cemetery, 205-206 
Cùl, 9; families, 194-195 
D 
Danny Neil’s Lane, 229 
District councillors, 99-100 
E 
Early hardships, 21-23 
Early settlers, 18-20 
F 
Families of Middle River, by geographic location (refer to maps on pp 5, 127, 128-129): Gold Brook, 127-
132; Ivera, 132-135; upper east side, including MacLennan’s Cross, 135-143; Church Section, 144-148, 
153-164; Upper Garry, 164-166; Middle Garry, 166-170; Lower Garry, 170-172; Yankee Line, 172-176; 
Nyanza, 176-190; MacLean Road, 191-193; Hunter’s Mountain,  including the Buckwheat, Campbell’s 
Mt., MacMillan Mt. & the Cùl, 193-203; Crowdis Mt., 204-206; Upper West Side (Lake O’Law, Finlayson, 
Miley’s Mt., MacCharles & the Còire Mor), 206-222; Middle River Centre (Bill’s Mt., Gillander’s Mt. & 
Danny Neil’s Lane), 222-232;  Lower West Side: The Glen, 233-234; Seana Bhaile, 238; MacDonald Lane, 
241-242; MacQuarrie Road, 244-247; Gairloch Mt. Road, 248-250; Indian Brook Road, 250-252; Gairloch 
Mt., 253-257; Central Road & Indian Brook settlement, 258-259 
Farming: 10-11, 21, 28; burnt woods, 24; dairy production, 28  
Finlayson families, 208-212 
 
 



G 
Gairloch Mountain: 9, post offices, 38; mills, 44; cemetery, 60; schools, 65, 292; families, 248-250, 253-
257; Old Gairloch, 256-257; Gairloch Mt. mysteries, 283-284 
Garry: Middle Garry families, 166-170; Upper Garry families, 164-166; Lower Garry families, 170-172 
Geological notes of Middle River, 288-290 
Glen, 233-234 
Gillanders Mountain: Post Office, 37; school, 65, 292; families, 230-232 
Gold Brook: 9; Post Office 36, 43; families, 127-133; mining, 278-283 
Gold mining, 278-283 
H 
Houses: description of early houses, 101-102; century houses, 103-119; the Middle River Inn, 120; stone 
houses, 121-126; MacRae-MacKenzie stone house, 121-122; MacRae-Aikman stone house, 122-124; 
Finlayson stone house, 124-126 
Hunter’s Mountain families,  including the Buckwheat, Campbell’s Mt., MacMillan Mt. & the Cùl, 193-
203  
I 
Indian Brook: 9. post offices 37; mills, 45; merchant, 84; families, 250-252, 258-259 
J 
Johnson River, 256-257 
L 
Lake O’Law families, 206-207 
Land grants, 19-20 
Lawyers, 80-81 
Letters of Maggie (Nicholson) Forbes, 264-265 
Livingston’s Mt. 9, 223 
Lumbering, 11 
M 
MacCharles area families, 212-216 
MacDonald Lane families, 241-242 
MacLean Road families, 191-193 
MacMillan Mt. families, 194-196 
MacQuarrie Road families, 244-247  
Mastodon bones, 262 
Medical doctors, 79-80 
Merchants, 83-86 
Middle River Centre families (Bill’s Mt., Gillander’s Mt. & Danny Neil’s Lane), 222-232 
Middle River Community Hall, 267-268 
Middle River giant, 277 
Middle River Volunteer Fire Department, 269 
Mi’kmaq, 13-17 
Migration to New Zealand & Australia, 31-35 
Miley's Mountain, 9, 212 
Military service: Veterans of WWI, 90-92; Veterans of WWII, 92-95 
Mills, 44-45 
Ministers: 50-58; Rev. Alexander Farquharson: pioneer minister, 55-57; Rev. Neil Brodie, 58 
 
 
 



N 
Nyanza: description 9-12; Post Offices, 37-39. telephone service, 46, 261; schools, 66, 292; merchants, 
85-86; blacksmith, 86; businesses, 89; military veterans, 90-95; families, 176-191; river delta, 290; road 
construction 295 
Nurses, 81-83 
P 
Poems: Jannett, 30; memorial poems, 96-98; Away Back When, 270; Mothers Long Ago, 270; Christmas 
Long Ago; 271; So the Story Goes, 271 
Population: Middle River, 11, 261; Wagmatcook First Nation, 16. 
Post Offices & mail services, 36-39 
R 
Religion: outdoor communion, 27; Là na Ceist, 27; churches, 48-49; ministers, 50-58; Rev. Alexander 
Farquharson: pioneer minister, 55-57; Rev. Neil Brodie, 58; Church Session meeting in 1920, 266 
Roads, 40-42; 295 
Rural life: 24-28; rural electrification and telephone service, 46-47 
S 
Schools: 61-78; MacCharles School, 62-63; MacLennan School, 63; Church School, 63; West Middle River 
School, 64; Gairloch Mt. School, 65; Gillanders Mt. School, 65; Hunters Mt. School, 66; Nyanza School, 
66; Garry School, 66; first Grammar School, 67; Ivera School, 67; Middle River Consolidated School, 67; 
school returns and registers of early Middle River schools, 68-75; teachers, 76-78 
Seana Bhaile, 9; families, 238-239 
Shipyard, Nyanza, 9, 183, 189 
Social life, 26 
Superstions: witchcraft, ghosts, forerunners, 27 
T 
Telephone service, 46-47 
Tragedies, 285-287 
W 
Wagamatcook: meaning & description, 9; First Nation, 9, 16 
Y 
Yankee Line families, 172-176 
 
List of Illustrations 
Photos:  
Duncan Grant and his sawmill, 10 
MacIver boys with catch of trout, 11 
Nyanza General Store, 12 
Lumber camp, Gairloch Mt.,12 
Dave MacRae’s barn, West Side, 17 
Horse & wagon crossing beaver brook, 18 
Wool spinners Mary MacKay & Christy MacDonald, 24 
Sawing wood with crosscut saw, 25 
Haymaking, Morrison farm, 1920s, 27 
Pitching hay, MacLean farm, Hunter’s Mt., 29 
Mowing hay, 29 
Waipu Museum, 35  
A.E. MacLeod’s store, 39 
Baddeck-Middle River passenger wagon, 40 



Road construction on Hunter’s Mt. 1953, 41  
Group with horse & sleigh, 41 
Swinging bridges, 43 
Lumber mill, MacRae Brook 1958, 45 
Farquharson Memorial Presbyterian Church, 48 & 49 
Middle River Cemetery, upper level, old section, 54 
Rev. Alexander Farquharson, 55 
Original tombstone of Rev. Farquharson, 57 
Angus MacKay tombstone, 59 
John MacRae tombstone, 60 
MacCharles School, 62 
MacLennan School, 63 
Church school, 63 
West Middle River School, 64 
West Side pupils 1913-14, 64 
West Side pupils 1948, 65 
Hunter’s Mt. School, 65 
Nyanza School, 66 
Nyanza School pupils 
Middle River Consolidated School, 67 
Old house on MacMillan Mt. ca. 1949, 83 
John A. MacDonald’s store, Upper Middle River 
Account book excerpts rom 1901, 85 
Winter scene, Upper West Side, 87 
Old elm tree, Lower Middle River, 100 
Century houses section, 102-119 
Former Middle River Inn, 120 
MacRae-MacKenzie stone house, 121 
MacRae-Aikman stone house, 122 & 123 
Finlayson stone house, 124Barn, West Side, 126 
Sisters Flora & Christy MacRae, 136 
Florence Thompson, Andy Munroe & Bob Thompson in one of the first cars in Cape Breton, 138 
Middle River, view downstream from MacLennan’s Cross bridge, 140 
Charles Thompson with a morning’s catch, 145 
Middle River & Area Historical Society members 1987, 149 
MacDonald Brook falls, 149 
Rainbow over valley in fall, 149 
Gold Brook in winter, 149 
Munroe farm, West Side, 149 
Lake O’Law, 150 
Captain’s Brook falls, 150 
Shelterwood Farm, 150 
Lower Middle River, 150 
Summer storm over valley, 151 
MacRae Brook, 151 
Old field at Gold Brook  
Allan Nicholson’s mill, painting by Mabel Nicholson, 151 
Hardwoods in fall, 152 



Neilag’s Falls, Black Brook, 152 
The Garry under mist, 152 
Marsh near Garry Road, 152 
Skiing Middle River, 157 
Welcome to Middle River sign, 160 
Wilbur MacRae’s from the Garry Road, 163 
Mrs. Glasgow & friend in pickup truck, 165 
Philip MacRae farm, Middle Garry, 168 
Middle River beside Yankee Line, 173 
Upper Middle River viewed from hills on east side, 177 
Musicians at a ceileidh, 180 
Cribbage players, 185 
Kate Campbell, age 89, spinning, 193 
MacMillan Mt. lookoff, 196 
Haymaking, MacLean farm, Hunter’s Mt., 201 
Jimmy MacKenzie, MacKenzie Motor Sports, 203 
Willard Fraser at the Garry, 203 
Middle River valley from West Side, 207 
Haymaking, MacIntyre Rd., 208 
John Finlayson’s fork, 212 
Sawmill, MacRae Brook, 1958, 223 
Middle River Community Hall sign, 228 
Middle River from West Side road, 234 
Middle River near headwaters in winter, 241 
Gairloch Mt. Road, 246 
Middle River above MacLennan’s Cross bridge, 251 
Rainbow Farm, Gairloch Mt., 256 
Bicentennial logo, 260 
Murdock and Martha MacRae, 265 
Century Hall, 267 
Middle River Hall interior, 268 
Middle River Volunteer Fire Department members, 269 
Garden crops covered against frost, 269 
Camera-eye Dan, 272 
Angus Campbell, 274 
Middle River giant, 277 
Crusher at gold Brook mine, 279 
Gold Brook mine entrance, 280 
Gold mine house, 281 
Brewing vat, Big Spruce Beer, 285 
Stone pile, Munro farm, West Side Middle River, 289 
Middle River in normal flow and in flood, 290 
Middle River delta, 290 
 
Maps:  
Communities of Middle River, 5 
A.F. Church’s map of  Middle River area, 127  
Map showing residents in 2016, 128-129 


